
ANATS ACT Chapter Annual General Meeting 2 August 2020 

President’s Report 
 

The ACT Chapter Committee has been flexible – and learned a lot about using video-conference 

platforms for meetings and events in this challenging year.  Thanks are due to the committee and 

office bearers: Angela Giblin, Vice President and ACT Board Representative; Heather Keens; 

Saralouise Owens, Treasurer; Theresa Rayner; Doreen Robinson, Secretary; Helen Swan; Sharon 

Tree, Marketing and Social Media and Website Liaison Officer; and Katherine Warren, 

Membership Secretary, for their dedication to ANATS and energy in a year of bushfire, hail 

damage and pandemic.  Unfortunately Katherine was unable to complete her term due to family 

circumstances. 

 

Our first event, a free forum, New Gear for the New Year was hosted by Helen Swan on 

27 October 2019.  To get the ball rolling Doreen Robinson demonstrated using Audacity for 

modifying sound files and analysing performance and Heather Keens spoke about how looping can 

be used in the studio.  Our hope that the technology-related topic and opportunity to contribute 

would attract new attendees was fulfilled.  Younger members were keen to talk about their use of 

music and studio management software and we all benefited from the exchange. 

 

We enjoyed a relaxed celebration of the end of 2019 hosted by Angela Giblin and Rob Wilton on 29 

November, despite bushfire smoke drift from NSW. 

 

Two events planned for early 2020 were cancelled due to the COVID 19 pandemic: All That Jazz: 

Teaching and Performing Jazz Vocals with Rachael Thoms on 22 March; and Keep Your Nerve 

about managing performance anxiety with Sarah Marshall on 17 May.  In line with government 

requirements our venue cancelled all bookings and neither presenter wished to proceed online.  

Trybooking worked well to refund payments to 9 members and 7 non-members registered by 

19 March for All That Jazz and the Chapter absorbed the small loss incurred by the administration 

fee. 

 

In response to the nationwide cancellation of face to face events the Board began a series of free 

online Coffee and Conversation forums on different topics to keep in touch with members.  This has 

proved to be a very good initiative.  Teachers from around Australia are meeting and exchanging 

knowledge and experience.  ACT Chapter has been well represented at Coffee and Conversations 

and in order to do our part in keeping ANATS active we hosted Resources in the Studio on 28 June 



2020.  Zoom worked well for our wide-ranging discussion and sharing of information.  The list of 

resources compiled from the discussion is available on the Member Resources section of the 

ANATS website. 

 

We have been saddened by three deaths in the ACT ANATS community since the last AGM.  

Pat Whitbread, ACT Chapter President from 1997-2006 and committee member till 2010 died on 

10 September 2019.  Margaret Sim, ACT National Council representative from 2001 to 2008 and 

National Treasurer during that time, ACT Secretary/Treasurer in 1997, ACT Membership Secretary 

from 2013 to 2017, and Honorary Life Member died on 29 October 2019.  Michael Politi ACT 

Treasurer from 2001 to 2006 and committee member from 1999 to 2008 died on 1 July 2020.  We 

are richer for their lives and saddened be their passing. 

 

Planning for 2020-2021 

In consultation with the NSW Chapter we are investigating options for an international presenter in 

late July-August 2021.  Our hope is that we will be able to present a face to face event by then.   

 

In the meantime, your committee will continue to provide professional development opportunities.  

The Board has decided to make all online chapter events available nationally for members at a cost 

of $20 and this presents us with a new affordable way of connecting at a time of economic 

uncertainty and social distancing.   

 

I invite you to let us know your ideas for events (the Chapter email is anatsact@gmail.com) and to 

be involved with the ACT Chapter.  ANATS is what we make it.  Let’s make it good! 

 

 

 

 

 

Rosemary Lohmann 

ANATS ACT Chapter President 
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