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This has been the year of Plan B.  The ACT Chapter planned more meetings than we were able to 
hold and has also rescheduled and re-imagined events, including this AGM, to cope with the 
pandemic, bad weather and personal circumstances. 
 
Committee members have found time and energy in the midst of the generalised uncertainty and 
events beyond our control to maintain ANATS activity in the ACT Region and I thank them all: 
Angela Giblin, Vice President and Board Representative; Doreen Robinson, Secretary; Sarahlouise 
Owens, Treasurer; Sharon Tree, Digital Officer; Heather Keens, Membership Secretary (till May 
2021); Theresa Rayner and Helen Swan.  We met mostly via Zoom, rarely face to face and did 
much business by email.  It works – but I missed the personal and social connection.   
 
As it was a National Conference year we did not plan for a large scale event in the second half of 
2020.  The Board did a wonderful job of running the conference online instead of in Adelaide.  The 
ACT was well represented, and since conference registration included membership, we were 
delighted to gain new Chapter members. 
 
We contributed again to the national Coffee and Conversation series with ‘Raves About Faves’, 
which was stymied by technical issues at the first attempt on 1 November 2020, and rescheduled to 
18 April 2021.  The event was attended mainly by ACT members with a notable exception being 
international member Marvin Keenze, who got up very early to join us from the USA.  We had an 
enjoyable hour, ably facilitated by Angela Giblin, sharing our favourite performers across styles and 
time and a summary identifying what we think makes a favourite was published in the July 2021 
Voice of ANATS (vol 34 no2). 
 
Our end of year celebration planned for 6 December 2020 was changed twice!  First to become 
Welcome to 2021 on 29 January at Weston Park because a National Champagne and Conversation 
was announced for 6 December.  It was then cancelled due to unseasonable cold wet weather in 
January and finally ended up being a small but very pleasant social at the Australian National 
Botanic Gardens on 28 March 2021.  There are photographs in the April 2021 Voice of ANATS (vol 
34 no1). 
 
Fireworks in the Singer’s Brain with Dr Anita Collins, Canberra based Neuromusical Educator was 
our very interesting and successful main event for the year – and the only one to proceed as 
planned.  Being based on member submitted questions it was directly tailored to our combined 
interests and ran as a nationally available chapter event under the Board’s Covid $20 member 
registration initiative.  We would not have been able to afford to do it without the access to the 
whole membership and national Zoom access that this gave us.  This event was the first for which 
we identified the relevant standards from the Australian Institute for Teaching and School 
Leadership (AITSL) Australian Professional Standards for Teachers to try to encourage classroom 
teachers to register.  The July Voice of ANATS has an article summarising the main points of the 
event. 
 



National initiatives and technology have been very helpful this year.   
 

• The number of informal Coffee and Conversation events, nationally available Chapter 
online events, and National Webinars provided many opportunities to connect and learn 
from and with each other. 

• Improved communication in the form of regular Board summaries and Presidents’ Meetings 
have helped our Chapter contribute to ANATS’ governance and improve our processes.  For 
example, we consulted with members about the new Strategic Plan and provided feedback to 
the Board, and the WA Chapter helped us with the AITSL standards. 

• Zoom and Trybooking remained very much part of our way of working.  We also gained 
access to standard ANATS email addresses and documents through Google and this has 
proved very helpful. 

 
These initiatives may change ANATS.  If individual teachers find it much easier to attend online 
events and Chapters may become less relevant.  The login requirements and familiarity needed to 
use the IT systems used to create online events seems to require more formal specialised 
administration.  It is helpful that ANATS now has some administrative support which can be used 
by Chapters.  ACT has not yet made use of this option. 
 
We also continued to support the Australian National Eisteddfod Singing Division by providing 
funds to support the Joan Richards Aria, reminding teachers about the closing date for entries and 
seeking a new adjudicator when ACT travel restrictions made it impossible for the original 
adjudicator to travel to the ACT.   
 
ANATS has survived and prospered for over 30 years.  It continues to adapt to new social 
conditions and technological opportunities.  And it continues to be run by members to connect, 
educate and support each other.  We would be delighted to see you at an event in the coming year or 
to have the benefit of your ideas and skills to help us organise them. 
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